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6th Grade ELA - Honors  

Miss Lamé 

Desert Canyon Middle School 

nlame@susd.org 

480-484-4600 ext. 4537 

 

Course Description 

Honors ELA is a rigorous and challenging academic course. Our goal is to provide learning experiences 

which are accelerated and go into deeper and more complex analyses of course curriculum.  After 

completing Honors ELA throughout middle school, students will be ready to take on the challenges of 

Honors, Advanced Placement (AP), and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses in high school.  Honors 

classes will provide learning experiences which are accelerated and go into deeper and more complex 

levels.  

Honors courses will include: 

● more choice (actively engaging students in collaborative decisions about what they will study, the 

pace and methods of study, and how they will share what they’ve learned) 

● challenge (acceleration, depth, and complexity)   

While the goal of honors classes is not to require more homework, honors homework assignments will 

likely be more complex and require deeper thought than homework for general classes.  

All students are working toward the same goal: the ability to communicate and collaborate effectively, 

think critically, and develop their creativity. Honors and general classes will both use the same district 

curriculum and will both follow AZ Career and College Readiness Standards.  Class sizes will be similar 

between general and honors classes. 

 

Question: What is the difference between general and honors ELA? 

Students with one area or more of giftedness in the mid to high 90s are considered gifted and are served 

in the regular or honors classroom. 

All honors schoolwork is based in the core curriculum, but is modified through depth, complexity, novelty 

and/or acceleration (acceleration may yield more work for honors and gifted students, but the work is 

quality-based and not repetitive or based in drills) The honors homework will be more complex and 

thought-provoking for to challenge these students.  

General Curriculum Honors Curriculum 
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Grade appropriate texts e.g. 

The Cay, plain language 

summaries of primary source 

Challenging texts e.g. I am Malala, 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham  

Large and small group 

discussion—questions focus 

on comprehension and 

analysis 

Socratic Seminars, debates which 

focus on analysis and synthesis 

Project-based Learning—

projects are structured with 

clear guidelines 

PBL—projects are open-ended, 

encourage creativity, based on 

student choice 

Group work—structured and 

monitored by teacher; 

teacher may assign roles 

Group work—students make 

choices and rotate roles 

Differentiation of Curriculum 

is based on tiered 

assignments, student choice 

Differentiation of Curriculum 

provides for depth and 

complexity, includes extension 

menus or learning centers 

Learning—is monitored by 

teacher with reflection built 

in, includes goals, interactive 

notebooks 

Learning –is driven by teacher and 

students, includes goals, 

interactive notebooks, portfolios 

Assessments are varied 

 

Essential Questions  

● How does change impact an individual and society? 

● How does a writer’s style of writing influence the purpose and message? 

● What are the characteristics of narrative writing? 

● How does a writer effectively use figurative language? 

● How do hardships/obstacles strengthen or weaken relationships? 

● How can a person’s actions effectively cause change (in themselves, in others, in society?) 

● How does the author’s use of literary elements help convey themes? 

● How does a writer’s claim create an effective argument? 

● How do people take on the responsibility of making their voice heard? 

● How do controversies bring members of society together? 

● How do different genres of literature demonstrate similar and different literary concepts? 

● How does a leader affect a group and society? 

● How does  a leader leave a lasting impression? 

● What are the characteristics of an effective researcher? 

Classroom Expectations 

● No cell phones unless the use is prompted by the teacher. Phones and all other electronic devices 

are expected to be stored off and in the student’s backpack during all hours of the school day 

(lunch included). 
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● Arrive on time and ready to learn as soon as the bell for class rings.  

● Write all upcoming assignments in your student agenda.  

● Do not have any sidebar conversations while I am teaching or another student is asking a 

question.  

 

Behavior Policies  

The DCMS code of conduct holds true in the ELA classroom. The goal is to recognize and reward positive 

behavior. Those who have difficulties maintaining positive behavioral expectations will need remediation, 

support from me on how to improve, and possible consequences with a BAP (behavior adjustment plan). 

Major behavior issues will result in immediate office referral.   

Assignment Expectations 

Reading  

➔ One novel will be assigned per quarter. Homework assignments, reading comprehension checks, 

an end-of-book test, and writing assignments will be assigned to ensure full comprehension.  

Vocabulary 

➔ Students will prepare for biweekly vocabulary tests over academic terms, literacy terms, and Greek 

and Latin roots. Homework will be assigned for each vocabulary list.  

Grading 

➔ There are two categories for weighted grades: 

◆ Assessment    70% 

◆ Classwork/Homework  30% 

➔ Grades are updated weekly on Synergy. If a student has a question regarding a score, they can 

bring the assignment to me to discuss it.  

➔ Assignments need to be turned in with a high quality of work per the expectations that are laid 

out in class. For example, if an assignment is turned in with incomplete sentences, wrong answers, 

and no support for answers, the grade is likely going to take a hit. Homework can be re-done on 

most occasions unless stated otherwise.  

Late Work Policy 

➔ Assignments that are not turned in on the due date will receive a 10% penalty. Example: An 

assignment that is worth 50 points that is turned in late can now no longer earn anything higher 

than 45 points.  

District Honors Novel List  

➔ The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson 

➔ The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt 
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➔ Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai 

➔ I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

➔ Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan 

➔ The Watson’s Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis 

➔ Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

➔ Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson 

Honors ELA Competitions 

● Daughters of the American Revolution 

● Polly Rosenbaum  

● Spring competitions TBD 

Communication 

I can be easily reached via email: nlame@susd.org. If your child is not able to email me from their account, 

please allow them to use your account to practice writing to their teachers. We will have a whole lesson 

on writing proper emails at the beginning of the year. :)  

 

Key Concepts 

6th Grade ELA Standards and Themes 

● Reading 

● Use reading comprehension and critical thinking strategies to analyze the elements of literature: 

characters, plot, conflict, and theme 

● Analyze text features and organization used in a nonfiction text. 

● Cite textual evidence to support analysis and inferences 

● Make inferences by examining what a text states indirectly 

● Analyze how key details build the central idea or theme of a text 

● Analyze word choice, figurative language, and connotation to determine the mood and tone of a 

text 

● Compare and contrast different genres of a similar text or theme.  

● Writing 

● Write narrative, expository, and argumentative essays 

■ o   Expository writing includes summary, compare/contrast and cause/effect 

● Provide text-based responses using textual evidence and commentary 

● Create a thesis statement to guide multi-paragraph essay writing 

● Use standard written and oral English language conventions 

● Speaking and Listening 

● Engage is a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) topics, 

texts, and issues to analyze themes connected to the class novels. 

Plagiarism Policy 

Any student who knowingly turns in any work that has been done by someone other than himself or 

herself, and fraudulently represents it as his/her own, shall be considered to have cheated.  Cheating also 
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includes aiding someone else in cheating, the use or preparation of written, pictorial, or other materials 

not authorized by the instructor during an assessment, the use of testing materials obtained previous to 

the assessment date, or plagiarism of any kind. 

The first violation of cheating will be handled at the classroom level and will result in: 

● Parent notification 

● Administration notification 

● Redo of the assignment without cheating and with added supervision or conditions; the final 

grade for this assignment may be reduced up to 50% as a consequence for the cheating. 

● Students who cheat regularly will also be subject to an office referral.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


